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test, that was most troubling to those 
of us who voted against it. I have laid 
out the degree of that failure in the 
comments today. 

The response from many on the other 
side is that Republicans are in no posi-
tion to criticize of because the deficits 
of the years 2001 through 2006. I put 
this chart back up here again. As I 
have shown, while briefly rising in 2004, 
the deficits consistently came down for 
budgets produced and implemented in 
the period 2004, 2005, and 2006. Most 
often the critics from the other side 
make the widespread bipartisan tax re-
lief of this era the culprit for our def-
icit. Let’s take a minute to put that 
characterization in context. 

I have a chart that compares the rev-
enue loss of the bipartisan tax relief 
with the full effect of spending in the 
stimulus bill. On the left side of this 
chart, over here, you will see all the 
tax relief enacted in various bills in 
the period 2001 through 2006. There 
were quite a few major tax relief bills 
in this period of time. They yielded tax 
relief for virtually every American tax-
payer. We cut marginal tax rates, we 
doubled the child tax credit, we greatly 
expanded education tax incentives, we 
created the largest retirement savings 
incentives in a generation and provided 
significant relief from the confiscatory 
reach of the death tax, and we pro-
tected tens of millions of families from 
the alternative minimum tax. 

In this major tax relief program we 
made the Tax Code—now everybody is 
saying this is counterintuitive—but we 
made the Tax Code more progressive in 
those pieces of legislation. But, as 
would be expected, the Joint Com-
mittee on Taxation assigned signifi-
cant revenue loss to these packages. 
That is up here on this side of the chart 
where you see what the Joint Tax Com-
mittee says. It scores at $2.2 trillion. 
As I understand it, for some folks that 
figure raises their blood pressure. It 
would raise mine too if I liked to hike 
taxes and keep taxes high. You can un-
derstand it from the perspective of 
those critics—those taxes represent 
$2.1 trillion that folks in this body and 
the other body would rather spend. But 
we all know that tax relief did a lot of 
good. 

I have another chart about tax relief 
doing a lot of good. For a family of four 
at $50,000 a year of income, we have 
$2,300 more for that family budget to 
operate under. For a single mom with 
two kids it means she keeps $1,100 for 
her to spend instead of 535 Members of 
Congress spending. 

From what we heard on the campaign 
trail a few months ago, and we heard a 
couple of days ago here in the Capitol 
building, President Obama agrees with 
most of this tax relief program. He said 
his first budget will retain most of that 
tax relief that is in those various bills. 

For purposes of this discussion, let’s 
assume the merits—I want to assume 
the merits of the arguments of the crit-
ics of the bipartisan tax relief program; 
that is, let’s assume all of the $2.2 tril-

lion was policy that, despite what 
President Obama will propose, is policy 
these critics disagree with. For a fiscal 
damage assessment, let’s compare the 
revenue loss of this widespread tax re-
lief, leaving money of $1,100 in the 
pockets of a single mom or $2,200 in the 
pockets of a family of four—let’s as-
sume the real cost. So, for fiscal dam-
age assessments let’s compare the rev-
enue loss of this widespread tax relief 
with the real cost of the stimulus bill 
signed last week by the President. 

I am going to go back to the chart 
that makes the comparison. So here it 
is. On the right side you will see that 
CBO estimates the 10-year cost of the 
bill if the temporary proposals are 
made permanent. Guess what, it is 
higher than it is over here. The total is 
$2.5 trillion. This one stimulus bill 
costs about 10 percent more than the 
full effect of the tax relief bills passed 
between 2001 and 2006. For a lot of 
those bipartisan tax relief bills, again, 
virtually every American taxpayer 
benefits from these tax relief bills. On 
average, the American taxpayer’s tax 
bills would be 10 percent higher today 
if this bipartisan tax relief plan were 
not in effect. We heard a lot from the 
critics of tax relief about fiscal dis-
cipline. Where are those same people 
today? Why are they not applying the 
same standard to the one partisan 
spending bill that they applied to the 
widespread bipartisan tax relief bill? 

It was good to hear my President, 
President Obama, raise the important 
goal of deficit reduction Tuesday night. 
He got applause from our side of the 
aisle. He was right that he inherited a 
serious budget deficit. The Democratic 
leadership applauded that line because 
they falsely claim that only Repub-
licans bequeathed the deficit to Presi-
dent Obama. The reality is that a 
Democratic Congress as well as a Re-
publican President bequeathed the def-
icit from bipartisan policies they joint-
ly developed. To those who claim Re-
publicans have no right to discuss defi-
cits, they need look no further than 
their own actions. They need to take a 
look at the fiscal effects of the stim-
ulus that was crafted early in this new 
Congress and compare the costs in that 
bill with all of the bipartisan tax relief 
that they criticize. 

In other words, compare this here, 
what happened in 2 weeks, with what 
happened over a period of 5 or 6 years 
of deficit reduction. The partisan stim-
ulus bill’s costs exceed that of the bi-
partisan tax relief. 

As we examine President Obama’s 
first budget, let’s take a cue from his 
speech Tuesday night. Let’s make def-
icit reduction a priority and let’s do it 
in an intellectually honest fashion. A 
lot of fiscal damage was done in the 
stimulus bill enacted a few days ago. 
That is not so of what was assigned to 
the years 2009 and 2010, but what was 
assigned way out into the future years, 
as if somehow the stimulus bill were a 
platform for the subterfuge of getting 
things done in 2 weeks that ought to 

have the very crafty look-see that goes 
on in the very sophisticated appropria-
tion process between April and Sep-
tember, weighing one priority against 
another priority. 

As we proceed, then, to write a budg-
et in a couple of weeks, let’s do it in an 
intellectually honest manner. Let’s 
take off the political blinders and deal 
with the cold, hard fiscal facts. Let’s be 
realistic about expiring tax relief, its 
merits, its economic growth effect. 
That is shown by that one chart where 
the deficit went down an extreme 
amount, even though we had cut taxes, 
which I know to most people sounds as 
though it can’t happen. If you reduce 
tax rates, you have to reduce revenue. 
If you raise tax rates, you are going to 
bring more in. But I think our history 
over the last 6 years shows that you 
can reduce taxes and still reduce defi-
cits. 

Let’s take off the political blinders 
and deal with cold, hard fiscal facts. 
Let’s be realistic about expiring tax re-
lief, its merits, its economic growth ef-
fect and its political popularity. Let’s 
sharpen our pencils, get out our yellow 
notepads and rev up our calculators as 
we consider new nominally temporary 
spending or tax cuts. We owe it to the 
American people who send us here. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE ROLE OF 
ENSLAVED AFRICAN AMERICANS 
IN CONSTRUCTION OF THE CAP-
ITOL 
Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, I come 

to the floor to speak on an issue I have 
certainly followed for many years now 
in the Senate and one I am proud to 
have brought to some conclusion along 
the way, particularly last evening. 

Many people look at history and see 
that when the Capitol was first built in 
the late 1700s to early 1800s, enslaved 
African Americans worked in all facets 
of its construction—carpentry, ma-
sonry, carting, rafting, roofing, plas-
tering, glazing, painting, and sawing. 
But for almost 200 years, the story of 
these slave laborers was not told and 
was basically unknown, I would imag-
ine to almost everyone who visited and 
worked in the Capitol every day. 

In July of 2000, I sponsored a resolu-
tion to establish a special task force to 
recommend an appropriate recognition 
for the slave laborers who worked on 
the construction of this great build-
ing—the U.S. Capitol—our symbol of 
freedom in this country. My cosponsor 
on this effort was then Senator Spen-
cer Abraham from Michigan, and so the 
resolution became known as the Abra-
ham-Lincoln resolution back then. 

The bicameral, bipartisan Slave 
Labor Task Force brought together 
historians and interested officials to 
work on this issue. One of those was 
Curtis Sykes, an educator and native of 
North Little Rock, AR, and an original 
member of Arkansas’ Black History 
Advisory Committee. Mr. Sykes passed 
away before our work was complete, 
but he made so many important con-
tributions to the task force before his 
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passing. He was then ably succeeded by 
Ms. Sarah Jean Davidson, founder and 
president of the Association for the 
Preservation of North Little Rock, Ar-
kansas African American History. 

I am so very grateful to these two in-
dividuals who have offered their in-
sight and their expertise and their 
input to make sure that what we did 
here was done in a very special way in 
great recognition. 

In 2007, the task force presented the 
congressional leadership with rec-
ommendations on how to best recog-
nize the contribution of these enslaved 
workers. The recommendations were 
developed with the invaluable assist-
ance of a working group that included 
the historians and curators of the Sen-
ate, House, and Office of the Architect 
of the Capitol, representatives from the 
AOC Project Management Division, 
and representatives from the Capitol 
Visitor Center. 

Since then, we have been working so 
very hard to see that these rec-
ommendations are all realized. We 
have developed a history of slave labor-
ers in the construction of the Capitol 
and put it online. We have ensured that 
the story of these slave laborers was 
incorporated into the CVC orientation 
video and Capitol tour guide training. 
We have seen the publication of a book 
on Black Americans in Congress, and 
we have seen the reception area of the 
CVC named Emancipation Hall. 

On Monday, I, along with my good 
friend and colleague Senator 
CHAMBLISS, introduced a resolution to 
bring another recommendation to fru-
ition. This resolution, which was ap-
proved by the Senate last night, au-
thorizes a plaque to be placed in the 
Capitol, a plaque that identifies a very 
special feature of the Capitol. The 
original exterior wall of the Capitol 
was constructed between 1793 and 1807. 
The stones for that wall were mined by 
slave laborers in a sandstone quarry in 
Aquia Creek in Stafford County, VA. 

Quarrying stone was among the most 
difficult and backbreaking tasks in the 
building business. First, the land had 
to be cleared, then the top of the stone 
chipped away to reach the parts that 
had not been damaged by frost or vege-
tation. Then the stone would be further 
chipped to create a small cavity, just 
large enough for one man to work in. 
The men would work in these small 
cavities to cut grooves and hammer in 
iron wedges to split the stone to free it 
from the larger block. To make mat-
ters worse, the quarries were located 
on an isolated, snake-infested island 
that swarmed with mosquitoes in the 
blazing summer and froze under snow 
in winter. 

Much of the original Capitol no 
longer stands, due to the fires of war 
and renovations to create more space. 
The original East exterior wall still ex-
ists, however, and is now part of the 
East Front Corridor. It is one of the 
few places where that original slave- 
quarried sandstone is still in evidence. 
The plaque would be placed near that 

wall, and would bear an inscription 
identifying the wall as having been 
built of sandstone quarried by enslaved 
African Americans who were an impor-
tant part, a vital part of the labor force 
that built our great U.S. Capitol. 

Thanks to my Slave Labor Task 
Force colleague Congressman JOHN 
LEWIS, there will be a similar plaque on 
the House side of the East Front Cor-
ridor. These locations are important 
for another reason. They are on the 
route that visitors take to the Senate 
and House galleries. Mr. Sykes, as I 
mentioned earlier, the Arkansas histo-
rian with whom I worked, focused on 
the need to ensure that as many citi-
zens as possible be made aware of this 
contribution of enslaved African Amer-
icans in the building of this great 
building, our Capitol. I wholeheartedly 
agree with Mr. Sykes. To me, edu-
cation is at the heart of this effort. It 
would do no good to have a plaque that 
was hidden in a corner where no one 
would see it. It would do no good if we 
told the story of enslaved African 
Americans building the Capitol and no 
one heard it. 

A critical part of recognizing the 
work of the slaves is to make their 
story visible and accessible, so that fu-
ture generations know and understand 
the sacrifices that have been made for 
the many blessings that we enjoy 
today, that those blessings that are 
capsulized in the very building in 
which we all work, that the freedoms 
and the rights that we enjoy, are cap-
sulized in a building that had tremen-
dous input from enslaved African 
Americans. 

I was recently in the new CVC and I 
hope, for those Members who have not 
been, they will go visit and certainly 
for those of our constituents who visit 
this great Capitol of the Nation, that 
they get a chance to visit the Visitors 
Center. I watched the faces of dozens of 
schoolchildren as their mouths opened 
up, dropped in awe at the sight of this 
vast and beautiful Emancipation Hall. 
Their eyes popped open wide as they 
looked through the skylight and saw 
this gorgeous view of the dome of the 
Capitol that represents who they are 
and the great Nation to which they be-
long. 

They were so excited about being 
there, and that excitement opened 
their minds to the lessons that would 
be taught to them, there in that visi-
tors center—like the Statue of Free-
dom that was designed by an Italian 
and sent over here and yet could not be 
reconstructed until the ingenuity and 
the dedicated focus of, yes, an enslaved 
African American by the name of Phil-
ip Reid could figure out how to unhook 
the model that the Italians had sent 
us, cast it, and put it piece by piece 
back together. No one else could figure 
it out. 

As you walk into Emancipation Hall 
and you see this huge statue, the caste 
of the Statue of Freedom, what an un-
believable feeling it gives, not just to 
schoolchildren, but to any American 

who walks in there. How important for 
them to know of the ingenuity, the 
hard work, the labor that went into 
this incredible building. 

Through this effort I wanted to make 
sure that everyone who visits the Cap-
itol leaves knowing the story of the 
people who helped to build it, a true 
symbol of freedom, at a time when 
they themselves were not free. 

I want to close, first, by saying again 
a very special thanks to my friend and 
colleague Senator CHAMBLISS from 
Georgia who has worked with us on 
this resolution—we were so excited and 
pleased to see it pass last night—as 
well as the chairman of the Rules Com-
mittee, Senator SCHUMER, and the dis-
tinguished ranking member of the 
committee, Senator BENNETT, for also 
sponsoring the legislation with Senator 
CHAMBLISS and myself. They were all 
so good to work with on this resolu-
tion. I appreciate their efforts and em-
phasis on something I believe is very 
important, not just for the Capitol but 
for our entire Nation. 

I also want to publicly thank and 
recognize my good friend and former 
colleague Congressman JOHN LEWIS for 
his leadership on this project. He is an 
extraordinary human being. I have 
been grateful for the opportunity to 
work with him on this very important 
issue. 

I never will forget, when I arrived in 
the House of Representatives as a 
young single woman in 1993, Congress-
man LEWIS invited a small group of us 
freshmen—it was the largest freshman 
class since the 1940s, I believe—any-
way, he invited us to come view some 
of his footage and film from days dur-
ing the 1960s, and all of what he en-
dured before that. It was amazing—the 
freedom ride, all of what he had experi-
enced. It was a tremendous oppor-
tunity for me to get to know him bet-
ter. I am grateful, again, for his ex-
traordinary leadership. 

I hope everyone, as I said, will take 
the opportunity to go to the CVC if 
they have not already and take a look 
and hopefully burn in each of our 
hearts how important it is to remem-
ber every day when we come to this un-
believable building what it stands for; 
hopefully relighting and rekindling our 
ability to unite, to work together for 
the great things this wonderful Nation 
stands for. I appreciate so much every-
one working together to make this pos-
sibility a reality. I am very excited. 

I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention. I yield the floor to my good 
friend and colleague from Georgia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia is recognized. 

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I 
rise to speak in favor of S. Res. 53 
which commemorates the role of slaves 
in constructing the U.S. Capitol. What 
a great historical revelation and state-
ment my colleague from Arkansas has 
made. This is one of those moments 
when the Senate has an opportunity to 
shine, because we have a chance to 
look back at historical facts that may 
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not have been pretty, as we look back 
on it, but are a part of our history. I 
want to tell her how much I appreciate 
her leadership on this—not just this 
particular resolution, but on this over-
all issue. She has been a true cham-
pion. Her leadership in her caucus has 
meant an awful lot to a number of peo-
ple, particularly those of us who come 
from the South. 

She mentioned my good friend JOHN 
LEWIS, my colleague, the dean of our 
delegation. What a great American 
JOHN LEWIS is. I have the opportunity 
every year at the Martin Luther King 
birthday celebration to take the po-
dium with JOHN LEWIS at Ebenezer 
Baptist Church and to recollect and 
reminisce about some of those times 
that may not have been pleasant but, 
again, they are part of our history. 
JOHN LEWIS certainly lived that his-
tory and the great story of his con-
tribution to America—his having gone 
through what he went through—is why 
we all have such admiration for him. 

It is one of the great, sad ironies of 
American history that the very founda-
tion of this building in which we have 
debated essential questions of liberty 
and even decided who was free and who 
was not, was laid by those who wore 
shackles. We do not know that much 
about them. In the scant records that 
were kept, only a few first names sur-
vive next to those of their owners, and 
the sums paid for their backbreaking 
work. But we do know this. They toiled 
in the hot Sun and the cold wind in the 
quarries of Virginia and Maryland to 
unearth the stone upon which rests 
this temple of liberty. 

From 1793 to 1826, as many as 800 
slaves at any one time painted, roofed, 
sawed, glazed, and perfected a building 
that represented a freedom that was 
never to be theirs and, in an irony of 
ironies, as the Civil War tore this coun-
try asunder over the very issue of 
human liberty, a slave laborer named 
Philip Reid cast the Statue of Freedom 
that now crowns this very building. 

Uncredited and unsung, slaves carved 
and polished the three-story-high mar-
ble columns that grace Statuary Hall, 
a soaring backdrop where so many of 
us earlier this week debated and dis-
cussed the first congressional speech of 
this Nation’s first Black President. 
How far we have come in this period of 
history in our country. 

We can never pay these laborers their 
due but we can, even belatedly, recog-
nize their significant contributions. 

This resolution authorizes a plaque 
to be placed near the original East 
Front wall of the Capitol, one of the 
few places their handiwork is still visi-
ble, to acknowledge the role and con-
tributions enslaved African-American 
laborers played in the evolution of this 
building and, by extension, this democ-
racy. 

Again, I thank my colleague from Ar-
kansas and commend her once again 
for her leadership. She and I have 
worked on so many issues in a strong 
and bipartisan way. Without her lead-
ership we would not be here now. 

I thank all my colleagues for their 
unanimous approval of this resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I rise 
today in support of Senator LINCOLN’s 
legislation to recognize the role of 
enslaved African Americans in the con-
struction of the Capitol. Every day, 
America’s lawmakers walk the marble 
halls of the U.S. Capitol, but we seldom 
reflect upon the struggles of those who 
constructed this esteemed building. 
America was founded on the idea that 
all of its people should be free, yet 
throughout our history, we have strug-
gled against the influence of racism 
and ignorance. We cannot brush over 
the impact of slavery on the history of 
our Nation. By acknowledging the role 
of enslaved African Americans in the 
construction of the U.S. Capitol, we are 
one step closer to healing the racial 
wounds that remain in our society. 

Throughout America, children’s text-
books are filled with information about 
the Founders of our Republic, but they 
mention little or nothing about the 
enslaved African Americans who helped 
build the Capitol. Many facts about the 
lives of these people are lost in history, 
but documents from the time help us 
put together a partial picture of what 
their lives were like. The enslaved Af-
rican Americans who constructed this 
building were rented by the Govern-
ment from their owners. Between 1795 
and 1801, more than 380 payments were 
made to slave owners for the use of 
their slaves in the construction of the 
Capitol. Slaves performed a variety of 
tasks, including mining, stone and tim-
ber sawing, bricklaying, and carpentry. 
They mined the stone used in con-
structing the section of the Capitol 
where this plaque will be displayed in 
the Aquia Creek sandstone quarry in 
Stafford County, VA, and the Mont-
gomery County marble quarry in Mary-
land. 

Our Nation has made tremendous 
progress since the days when a slave 
was valued as three-fifths of a person, 
but though the days of slave auctions 
and forced servitude are behind us, our 
work is not finished. To date, only six 
African Americans have served in the 
U.S. Senate. America’s first two Afri-
can American Senators, Hiram Revels 
and Blanche Bruce, served the State of 
Mississippi in the 1870s. It was not 
until 1967, nearly a century later, that 
America’s third African American Sen-
ator, Edward Brooke of Massachusetts, 
came to Washington. Carol Moseley 
Braun of Illinois made history in 1993 
when she became the first and only Af-
rican American woman to serve in the 
Senate. In 2005, Barack Obama, also of 
Illinois, became the fifth African 
American to serve in the Senate, fol-
lowed by ROLAND BURRIS. 

President Obama’s inauguration this 
year stands as one of the greatest 
achievements in the history of civil 
rights in this country. Many doubted 
that the United States would ever elect 
an African American President, but I 
am certain that while President Obama 
is the first African American to win 
the Presidency, he will not be the last. 

Recognizing the role of enslaved Afri-
can Americans in the building of the 
U.S. Capitol is important to coming to 
terms with our past and overcoming 
the tragic history of slavery in our Na-
tion. This plaque stands as a reminder 
of how far we have come since the days 
of slavery and how far we still need to 
go. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MANNY ROSSMAN 
Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I wish to 

take a few minutes to say farewell to 
the head of my whip office staff, Manny 
Rossman. 

By some standards, Manny has had a 
relatively brief career in Congress. But 
anyone who knows Manny knows that 
he has been an indispensable staff 
member from the very beginning. 

Manny started his career on the Hill 
as an intern, like so many others. He 
was lucky his internship was with 
then-Congressman Bill Archer, chair-
man of the House Ways and Means 
Committee. Manny was not any ordi-
nary intern, however. He quickly 
moved from opening mail and answer-
ing phones to working on substantive 
legislative issues. Clearly, Bill Archer 
saw the promise of this very special in-
tern. 

Following his internship, Manny 
went off to law school at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. Manny was presi-
dent of the Penn Law Republicans and 
a member of the Federalist Society. He 
graduated in 1999. 

His time in law school was very suc-
cessful, and he could have easily made 
his way to Wall Street for a career 
there or elsewhere. But the pull of pub-
lic policy and public service brought 
him to Washington, DC. After he grad-
uated from law school, Manny accepted 
a job with then-Congressman Phil 
Crane. 

Congressman Crane was a senior 
member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, which gave Manny the oppor-
tunity to work on the leading tax and 
trade issues of the day. These issues 
are central to our economic health as a 
nation, and Manny made them a top 
priority. Manny quickly became a 
trusted adviser to Congressman Crane, 
working on such landmark issues as 
the law that repealed the FSC/ETI tax 
benefit and replaced it with a deduc-
tion designed to encourage domestic 
manufacturing activity. He also 
worked on enactment of trade pro-
motion authority and multiple free 
trade agreements. 

After Phil Crane left the House, 
Manny made his way across Capitol 
Hill to the Senate, where he became 
Senator Trent Lott’s key staff person 
on the Finance Committee. That is 
where I first met Manny and, more im-
portantly, where Manny met his future 
bride. At that time, Jennifer Vesey was 
handling health care issues on the Fi-
nance Committee for our then-col-
league Senator Rick Santorum of 
Pennsylvania. Who knew that the Def-
icit Reduction Act could be so roman-
tic? 
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